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" Higher studiesin US, Canada

Q: I have two sons. One is going
to complete his gth standard (Ac-
counts) and the other one is in 8th
standard (Science). I plan to send
them to the USA or Canada for high-
er studies. Whichis the right time to
send them? — Ahsan

A: The US and Canada are the choices
for many parents given the access to
high quality education in both coun-
tries.

Universities in the US and Canada
look at a number of things for admis-
sions to college. High school tran-
scripts, teacher recommendations,
SAT and TOEFL scores, participa-
tion in extracurricular activities and
sports are major factors that influ-
ence chances of getting in. Students
must also display leadership and
progressive skills. A good high school
ensures the overall development and
awareness of children. The US and
Canadian universities place a high
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degree of emphasis on non-academic
activities that tend to be testimonies
of overall skills on top of academic
qualifications.

To help develop these range of
skills, students must be encouraged
to participate in activities and groups
while in school and over the summer.
Children should be active in school
clubs and programmes, maintain ex-
cellent academic grades and balance
their studies with extracurricular ac-
tivities.

Enrol your sons in a summer school
programme in the US in summer to
understand better the requirements
of the university and facilitate their
exposure to the different environ-
ment.

(Sanjeev Verma began with Ernst & Young
and progressed to set up the Gulf Opera-
tions of IDP Education Pty. He now leads
Intelligent Partners, developing a wide
range of solutions in areas of international
education.)



